
THE GOD WHO CHANGES US   
SESSION 8

ONCE APART, NOW TOGETHER
Romans 12:9-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9;  Philippians 1:3-7

We Now Have Fellowship with Christ
Through the power of the gospel, we are never truly alone, even when no one else is around. Our God 
is always with us; His Spirit has taken up residence in us, and we are “hidden with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:3). This is what it means that God called us into fellowship with Jesus. We are personally 
connected now in an eternal, unbreakable relationship with Him.

 Y Describe a time when you felt you had true community or fellowship. How does fellowship 
with Christ differ from that? How is it similar? 

We Now Have Fellowship with Others
The primary “death” in the fall of mankind is the death of our relationship with God. Because 
of sin, we are separated from Him. Even Adam and Eve’s sin didn’t just separate them from God 
individually; it separated them from each other as well (Gen. 3:16). Sin influences all relationships. 

So, the gospel doesn’t just unite us to God in Christ, but it unites us to God together in Christ. 
When we are brought into fellowship with Jesus, we are also brought into fellowship with all other 
people who are reconciled in Christ. The New Testament refers to this community of reconciliation 
in Christ as the church. The New Testament frequently shows the reconciling work of the gospel 
in community, but one of the most vivid—at least in showing how the gospel works practically in 
relationships of reconciled sinners in the church—is found in Romans 12:9-18.

We Now Have A Common Mission
While the gospel may save us as individuals, it does not save us to an individualistic faith. What 
has reconciled, makes us ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18). This means we are not following 
through on our own gospel union with Christ if we aren’t joining the church on mission to share this 
gospel with those who don’t know Him. Being part of the church is not above and beyond God’s 
calling for a Christian; it is not the “icing on the cake.” Partnering with other believers requires us to 
unite around the gospel, set aside or work through all other differences, and sacrificially pursue our 
shared mission together. This is not an not extra requirement; it is at the core of the gospel.

 Y What are some ways you can begin looking at your small group, church, or youth group as 
a partnership in sharing the gospel?

Essential Doctrines
Union with Christ: Believers’ union with Christ is at the heart of salvation. The Bible describes salvation 
as entering into a covenant relationship with God and describes the church (which is made up of believers) 
as the bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:23-32). Christians believe Christ dwells in our hearts through 
faith (Christ in us) and that we dwell in Him (Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27; 3:1-4). This union is permanent; it 
will last for all eternity.

HIS STORY

The Point:  God changes us 
by bringing us into fellowship 
with Him and with His people. 

Leader Note: Because some content 
from the Personal Study Guide will not be 
available on the One Sheet, make sure to 
adapt the session based on how you use 
the material with your group.



 Y Do you ever struggle with feelings of loneliness? Where and how do you seek 
encouragement to fight against it?  

 Y Why do you think many people don’t connect their own sense of loneliness to their lack of 
a relationship with God?  

 Y Looking at the church of Rome as an example of a church centered on the gospel, what 
areas do you see today’s churches struggling with the most? What is most difficult for 
you? Why?  

 Y In a world full of broken relationships, how does it make you feel to know that God knows 
you completely and at the same time accepts you eternally? 

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
Our sin and selfishness drive us toward isolation and our culture only adds to it. We want to be 
in meaningful community—to enjoy fulfilling relationships—but we can’t on our own. But God 
has made a way—the way—to experience relationship with Him and with others that satisfies the 
deepest longings of our souls. That way, of course, is through Christ. Because of Christ, we are 
brought into relationship with God and community with one another.

 Y How does a right relationship with God create the opportunity to have meaningful 
relationships with other people?

 Y What are some daily habits and choices that lead us toward isolation from others? What 
are some changes we can make in those areas?

Heart
The gospel is God’s love revealed, and the church is the gospel of God’s love made visible. And 
God’s love cannot make us prideful, selfish, arrogant, rude, gossipy, or accusers. So the more we 
press into the gospel, the more the gospel takes over our hearts, the more we will see something 
similar to what occurred in Romans 12:9-18.

 Y What do we stand to lose if we seek to honor others ahead of ourselves? What do we 
stand to gain?  

 Y What would it look like in the community life of your group and church to outdo each 
other honoring others?

Hands 
Many Christians have their understanding of the church upside down. Having been saved as 
individuals, they tend to see their faith only as something personal—private even—and struggle 
to embrace the importance and depth of being a partner in the gospel with others. They attend 
church, but might not truly invest in the work of the church. Or they might partner in the 
work of the church in safer, somewhat distanced ways such as through giving money, but not 
through serving.

 Y Why do you think it is sometimes difficult to move away from individualism and toward 
the mission of the church?  

 Y What does the idea of being a partner on gospel mission mean for your daily routines—at 
school, home, and so on?


